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A former general manager of Ang 
Mo  Kio  Town  Council  (AMKTC),  
who is serving 27 months in jail for 
corruption,  will  have  to  spend  a  
longer time in prison after his sen-
tence was raised to three years and 
three months yesterday.

Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon al-
lowed an appeal by the prosecution 
to increase the sentence meted out 
to Wong Chee Meng, 59, who re-

ceived  more  than  $86,000  in  a  
stream of bribes from Chia Sin Lan, 
64, between 2014 and 2016.

Chia is the director of two compa-
nies  –  19-ANC  Enterprise  and
19-NS2 Enterprise – which carried 
out works for town councils. His orig-
inal sentence of 21 months’ jail was 
also  increased  yesterday,  to  two  
years and nine months.

CJ Menon said Chia derived sub-
stantial benefits from his cultivation 
of Wong. As an insider, Wong was 
able to intervene in the award of ten-
ders  to  advance  the  interests  of  

Chia’s companies, he said.
Wong had abused his position and 

the high degree of trust reposed in 
him to commit the offences, said CJ 
Menon. He did not consider the pub-
lic disquiet caused by the offences to 
be an aggravating factor.

“While the offences were undoubt-
edly serious,  involving one of the 
most senior non-political  employ-
ees in a town council... the evidence 
also showed that the scope of the cor-
ruption was isolated to just Wong.”

Both sides had appealed against 
the original jail terms meted out by a 
district judge in November last year.

In  May,  prosecutors  argued  for  
four years’ jail for Wong, and three 
years and eight months’ jail for Chia. 
The lawyers for Wong sought be-

tween 11 and 14 months’ jail, while 
Chia’s sought 17 months’ jail.

Wong was AMKTC’s general man-
ager from 2013 to 2016. He was re-
moved  from  duty  after  the  town  
council received a complaint about 
the way he handled contracts.

In March last year, Wong and Chia 
each pleaded guilty to three corrup-
tion charges part-way through a trial 
that started in September 2018.

The  first  charge  was  over  a
$13,500  discount  on  a  Toyota
Corolla Altis owned by 19-ANC that 
was sold to Wong in 2014. The sec-
ond charge was over $34,000 in ex-
penses incurred at KTV lounges and 
massage spas. The third charge was 
over payments to Wong’s mistress 
totalling about $27,800. 

Two  other  charges  over  bribes  
amounting to nearly $10,800 were 
taken into consideration.

In his judgment, CJ Menon also set 
out a sentencing framework for cor-
rupt  transactions  relating  to  con-
tracts with the Government or pub-

lic bodies. Under the law, such of-
fences  carry  a  maximum  punish-
ment of up to seven years’ jail and a 
fine of up to $100,000.

He laid out a sentencing matrix to 
determine the starting point for sen-
tences based on the level of harm 
caused and the offender’s culpabil-
ity. The sentence is then adjusted to 
account for factors specific to each 
offender.

CJ Menon declined to grant the 
prosecution’s application for an or-
der  to  enforce  the  payment  of  a  
$23,398.09  penalty  imposed  on
Wong. He said Wong had already 
been ordered to serve one month’s 
jail in default of payment.
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Wong Shiying

Twin red ruffed lemur babies were 
born at the Singapore Zoo on Feb 22. 

The lemur babies, which have not 
been  named  yet,  are  almost  five  
months old and have begun to wel-
come visitors following the zoo’s re-
opening on July 6. 

“(The twins) can often be spotted 
enjoying meals with their parents 
at (the zoo),” the Wildlife Reserves 
Singapore (WRS) said in a video it 
posted on Facebook yesterday.

The last time the zoo welcomed 
the birth  of  the critically  endan-
gered red ruffed lemur was 11 years 
ago when the twins’ father, Bosco, 
was born. 

His mate, eight-year-old Minnie, 
arrived  in  Singapore  Zoo  from  
Japan in 2016. 

The couple were specially
matched for conservation breeding 
because of their compatibility, said 
the WRS. 

“Reproduction  for  these  rust-
coloured primates is notoriously dif-
ficult  as  they  breed  only  once  a  

year,” the reserve said.
“On top of this, females are fertile 

for only one out of  the few days 
they are sexually receptive, making 
this twin birth particularly special.”

With the new additions, there are 
now five red ruffed lemurs, 12 ring-
tailed lemurs and three black and 
white ruffed lemurs at the zoo.

Red ruffed lemurs are native to 
north-eastern Madagascar. The big-
gest threat they face is habitat loss 
due to illegal logging and hunting. 

There are  between 29,000 and 
52,000 red ruffed lemurs left in the 
wild. 

They are a sister species to the 
black and white ruffed lemurs na-
tive to eastern Madagascar.

Even though the two species do 
not co-exist in the same geographi-
cal range, they are able to under-
stand each other’s calls and commu-
nicate.
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Cara Wong

A former manager at oil giant BP 
was found guilty yesterday of re-
ceiving US$3.95 million (S$5.5 mil-
lion)  in  bribes  from  a  business-
man, who was also convicted.

Clarence Chang Peng Hong, 55, 
had accepted bribes from business-
man Koh Seng Lee on 19 occasions 
between July 2006 and July 2010, 
in exchange for advancing the busi-
ness interests  of  Koh’s  company 
with BP, a district judge ruled. 

Koh, 58, had separately also cor-
ruptly agreed to pay $500,000 to a 
pre-school – MindChamps
PreSchool @ City Square – where 
Chang’s wife is a director.

Chang and Koh were each found 
guilty yesterday of 20 corruption 
charges, following a trial spanning 
two years. 

Earlier  in  the  trial,  the  court  
heard that Koh had set up a marine 
fuel trading company, Pacific
Prime Trading (PPT),  at  Chang’s 
suggestion.

The two had a “mutual under-
standing”  from  the  start,  said
Deputy  Public  Prosecutors  Jiang  
Ke-Yue  and  Loh  Hui-Min,  that  
Chang would use his position in BP 
Singapore to advance PPT’s inter-
est, in return for a “share” of PPT’s 
profits.

The prosecutors said that “from 
the very outset, Koh was beholden 
to Chang”.

“Over  time,  the  aforesaid  ar-
rangement  became  further  en-
trenched as PPT’s  business with 
BP Singapore flourished,” said the 
prosecutors.

They also argued that Koh knew 
that  Chang  had  the  power  to  
“make or break” PPT, and felt com-
pelled  to  accede  to  Chang’s  re-
quests for payments.

Chang  was  also  “beholden  to  
place PPT’s interests above that of 
his principal, BP Singapore”, as he 
stood to prosper with PPT, said the 
prosecutors.

During the trial, defence counsel 
for the two men argued that the 
fund  transfers  between  the  two  
were for joint investments in prop-
erty and in MindChamps, and were 
wholly unrelated to PPT’s business 
with BP Singapore.

However,  District  Judge  Ong
Chin Rhu said in court yesterday 
that the accounts of joint invest-
ments were an afterthought. 

It was “telling” that both Chang’s 
and Koh’s  statements  pertaining  
to  these  joint  investments  con-
tained “glaring contradictions and 
inconsistencies”, said the judge.

The  duo  are  out  on  bail  of  
$200,000 each, and will be back in
court on Sept 7 for their sentencing.

For each charge of corruption,  
Koh and Chang can be jailed for up 
to  five  years  and  fined  up  to  
$100,000.
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Wong Chee Meng’s (left) jail term was 
increased to three years and three 
months, while Chia Sin Lan’s term was 
raised to two years and nine months.

Clarence Chang Peng Hong (left) received more than $5 million in bribes from 
Koh Seng Lee, in exchange for advancing the interests of Koh’s company with 
BP Singapore, where Chang was a manager. ST PHOTOS: WONG KWAI CHOW
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